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SUBJECT ; iDprasalons of the FBP Convention »t Nuernberg 

f/ 4 

REF : Munich's 360 and 380| Bonn's A-1021, Fob. 26f I 968 
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SUMMARY 

The 20th regular convention of the Free Democratic Party (?DP), 
held at Nuernberg June 22-23, had as its chief item of business 
the adoption of an election campaign platform. Thorough 
spadework by the party managers, plus taoit agreement by both 
reform and conservative factions to avoid a showdown on 
controversial policy matters, promoted the occasion into a 
show of party unity. Only two challenges developed to the 
carefully tailored platform draft, and both were disposed of 
without serious oonfliot. A radical amendment on co-detornina- 
tion, proposed by the FDP youth affiliate (Jungdomokraten) > 
chief ly to bait the oonaervatives, was remanded for further.r> ■ 
study. On all-German policy — a central point of intemai/-li 
dispute — dexterous tactics preserved the leadership's 
current position against ^ Aure recognition of East German^ 
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The truce on platform policy refleoted a growing awareness 
on all sides that internal squabbling could be a fatal luxury 
in this election year. Numerous conversations with leading 
delegatee revealed general pessimism concerning the FLP's 
electoral prospects — in sharp contrast to the euphoric mood^ 
following the Heinemann election coup in March — and un- 
certainty about the party's future policy course. At the 
convention's end, mistrust between the rival factions hod not 
appreciably diminished, and both sideej^ were beginning to show 
discontent with ohnirroan /walter Scheel i's leadership style, 
plus some skeptioism aboirt hie ability to keep the party from 
being forced into a hopeless taotioal position In the aftor- 
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The general •■aumption that the NPL would succeed In 
winning Bundeatag representation was. challenged pyC;few 
delegate*. A notable axoaptlon was fflolf ram ■ Doim . jinternal 
Boourlty expert in the Bundeatag and a leading ctoiftbor of the 
reforoi group* who denied that the FDP had loot momentum; at 
a minimum, the party would reach 12 percent of the vote, and 
he was all set to make an effeotiTe canvao* of hi* Ruhr 
distriot, with a small fleot of 8ound<*trucks and a corps of 
youthful volunteer workers. Pana~Roderich Sohnoide r. PDP 
press obief, offered the following estimate of the outoomet 
CDD/CSU, 44 poroent; SPD, 36; FDP, 12; NPD, 4.5; radical 
left, 2*3* But hie attractive secretary-aid,*, the wife of 
Stem correspondent Peter Staehle, observed that those who 
were holding to the 12 percent forecast (in the more optimistio 
mood of earlier months, regarded ae a i^lnlmum level) were 
really saying that they hoped the FDP vote would at least reaoh 
10 percent -• in effect the minimum required to ward off the 
Impression of failure. 

Coalition Strategy Clouded 



Although the delegates responded enthusiastioally to the 
rousing "let's go, team" speech by Censoher at. the close of 
the convention, it did not succeed in overcoming their 
pessimism about the party's electoral prospects. Contributing 
to this pessimism was a growing awareness among the reform 
elements that the SPD, despite the fact that FDP votes had put 
its candidate into the presidency, had cooled considerably 
toward the idea of a coalition with the FDP. ^As one veteran 
observer (Hermann Schreiber of Spiegel) noted, the SPD was 
behaving like a disappointed lover who has realized that hie 
paramour's charms are not what they seemed; the SPD leaders 
had become openly skeptical of the FDP's ability to hold to 
a social-liberal course, or in any case to win sufficient 
representation in the next Bvmdestag to qualify! as a reliable 
coalition partner. 



This ebbingfof SPD sympathy meant bitter disappointment to 
those like fcu rl Mo erBoh,\of Baden-Wuerttemberg, who had all 
along held tha^ tTr3~ifDP^oould not survive in the long run 
unless it jettisoned conservative ballast and took up "independent" 
i.e., reformist — positions bn both domestic and foreign policy. 
For Mberachy ' it has been axiomatic that the CDU/CSD could not 
be expected ^6 adcpit these positions; any hope of realizing 
FDP oonoapt'a^’ ''especially as regards all-German policy, would 
have to, depon’d on cooperation with the SPD. He was, now trying 
desperately ' to' keep . this possibility open but, as he' toid the 
teport^ng' bff’ioer,''wi,thout''^^ of, aubo'ess'. A 

qbrrVB^opdln^'injsllnatlon tbwar the SPD' had ' indeed" developed 
under Sctie«l‘''8 ‘'I'eadeitahlp, ''^aranteelng’'hi8"bCnidnaed‘ support 
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